
January 22, 2017
3rd Sunday in OT  -  Cycle A

WHOM DO YOU FOLLOW?
Introductory Thought Being a Christian is often
thought to be a matter of what a person believes.
Christians are identified primarily as people who
believe in certain doctrines and creeds. This is
unfortunate because it was not the case in the New
Testament. To be a Christian then meant being a
follower of Jesus Christ. So, today Jesus’ call is
to a way of living more than to a way of believing.
Reading I Isaiah 8:23-9:3 Back when the di-
vided nations of Israel were involved in war and
treachery Isaiah was moved to envision an ideal
king who would come in the future. When this
king comes, both Jew and Gentile will see the
light of God’s truth, will have their burdens lifted,
and will experience joy
Reading II  1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 The
church at Corinth was a source of great distress to
Paul because its members were divided into fac-
tions based on conflicting loyalties. Paul insisted
that our ultimate loyalty belongs to Christ, not to
any of his messengers. This allegiance to Christ is
the basis of Christian unity
Reading III Matthew 4:12-23 In calling his
disciples, Jesus simply said, “Follow me.” This
invitation is at the heart of the Christian faith. Our
theological and liturgical concerns are important,
but must never become a substitute for living the
life to which we are called
CLOSING THOUGHT It has been said that the
longest trip most of us ever make is from the top
of our heads to the bottom of our hearts. The
journey to which Christ calls us is not a mere
head-trip. Christian faith is not a set of beliefs so
much as it is a way of living. Jesus did not say,
“Take up your orthodoxy and follow me,” but,
“Take up your crosses and follow me.” Let us go
and see what this means.

Mon.Jan.23rd 8am JohnLaBanc@ St.Agnes
Tues.Jan.24th  8am Cecil Millburg @ HolyFamily
Wed. Jan.25th8am SamElizondo @ St.Agnes
ThuJan.26th 8amLester Brown@ HolyFamily
Fri. Jan.27th  NO MASS @ St. Agnes
Saturday January 28th 3:15 Confessions
  4pm Adam Hindle @ St. Agnes

6pm Marcella White @ HolyFamily
Sunday January 29th
  8am Mary Martha Darte@ HolyFamily
 10am Madeline Springer’s 100th Birth-
day  @ St. Agnes

Thur.Jan26th,9:30amMontgomeryNH Com&R
Please listen to WSMI Radio for any cancellations
due to weather or otherwise! Thank You!!!

January 15, 2017
Weekend envelopes (88) $ 3569.00
Weekend loose  $   194.00
First Offering   $   100.00
Solemnity of Mary  $       3.00
Catholic Times  $   315.00
Christmas   $   100.00
Latin America   $       5.00
TOTAL   $ 4336.00
St. Agnes Cemetery $ 270.00 St. Johns $20

Please
let us

know if
someone
in your

family is ill or hospitalized and wants
to be visited or taken communion by
calling 532-5288.  Please leave a de-

tailed
message.

Thank
You!

You are invited to Pray the Rosary & Chaplet of Divine
Mercy with us after Monday & Wednesday 8am
Masses for the Year of Mercy, Stewardship, Disciple-
ship, and the Future of our parish.

Join thousands of Catholics across the nation
January 21-29, as we pray for a Culture of Life.
Visit www.9daysforlife.com to receive novena
prayers by text message, App, email, or on-line. Trust
in the mercy of God’s love. Do you know someone
who is carrying the grief and sorrow of past abortions?
Share with them the Good News of God’s merciful
love. Call Project Rachel for a confidential referral to
those who can help: 1-877-RACHEL-5. The follow-
ing are opportunities to be a public witness for life:
Sunday, January 22 – 43nd Anniversary of Roe v
Wade. Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Un-
born Children. January 27 - National March for Life,
Washington, D.C. Diocesan Pilgrimage – Jan 25-29.
Contact Kyle Holtgrave for more information, 217-
321-1154. Pray outside the abortion facility in
Granite City or Springfield, or outside the Planned
Parenthood in Decatur. Here is a link to Pro-Life Rosary
Intentions for use while praying:http://www.usccb.org/prayer-
and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/rosaries/pro-life-rosary-
prayer-intentions.cfm.

Request for Contribution Statement
2016
Name____________________________
Envelope # _________
Please drop in the collection basket and your statement
will be mailed the following week.  Thank you!  Angie

We will be having a baby bottle drive
  during January to support the

Pregnancy Resource Center.  Please
  prayerfully consider donating.  Newly
located uptown Hillsboro. Thank you from the Pro-Life
Group, Celebrating Life from Conception to Natural Death!

This week, we will take up the Collection for the
Church in Latin America.  To learn more, please
visit www.usccb.org/latin-america.

January 22  Diocesan Synod 2017 – An Invi-
tation to the Opening Ceremony Most Reverend
Thomas John Paprocki has decreed during this Year of Our
Lord 2017 that we will celebrate our fourth diocesan synod.
A diocesan synod is a group of selected priests and other
Christian faithful of a particular diocese which meets to offer
assistance to the diocesan bishop for the good of the entire
diocesan community. The word “synod” simply means
“meeting” in Greek. Of course, meetings take place all the
time in a diocese, but a diocesan synod is a special type of
meeting convoking a sizeable number of people who advise
the diocesan bishop in setting the direction for the pastoral
ministry of the parishes and other components of the diocese
itself for the next several years. So what will the synod do?
The mandate that Bishop Paprocki has established for our
diocesan synod is to consider how we can make a communal
commitment as a diocesan community of clergy and laity
regarding discipleship and stewardship as a way of life.
Specifically, this will include what it means for us as a
diocese in terms of stewardship of our time, talent and trea-
sure. Closely related to this will be how we can foster com-
munity-wide support of Catholic education so that more
students will be able to attend Catholic schools. This involves
understanding Catholic education as being the responsibility
for everyone in each parish as a means to hand on the faith to
the next generation of Catholics, not just the financial burden
of parents to pay for their children’s education. Thus, the
theme of the Diocesan Synod will be: “A Call to Disciple-
ship: Come and See.” There will be listening sessions in the
deaneries and parishes, as well as opportunities for people to
offer feedback online through our diocesan website. The
Solemn Closing of the Synod in will take place on November
26, 2017. The faithful of the diocese are invited to
the Opening Ceremony of the Diocesan Synod at
2 PM, Sunday, January 22. This will consist of a
Prayer Service for the opening of the Preliminary
Phase of the Diocesan Synod at the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception in Springfield. A
light reception will follow the prayer service.



Saint Agnes Parish
Mission Statement

RCIA: Adults  interested in becoming members of
the Catholic faith, call the Pastoral Associate  Office
532-2631.
BAPTISMS:  By appointment only after parents
have attended required classes.  Parents must be
registered and active members of St. Agnes Parish
for at least 3 months.
FUNERALS:  Arrangements are to be made di-
rectly through the funeral home.  Funeral liturgies
are at 10:00 am.
RECONCILIATION;  Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm.,
or by appointment.  Consult the bulletin.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK;  Contact the Priest
of the parish, 532-5288.
COMMUNION FOR HOMEBOUND;  Contact
Pastoral Associate Office at 532-2631.
MARRIAGE;  Arrangements must be made at least
6 months in advance. REGISTRATION AND
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP AT ST. AGNES RE-
QUIRED, plus attendance at a pre-cana conference.
No weddings to begin later that 2:00 pm on Satur-
day.

Very Rev. James L. Neuman, V.F., Pastor
Deacon Leland Johns 532-5288

Char Modla, Pastoral Associate 532-2631
Angie Mizera,CRE Grade K-10 & Parish Secretary

Office & Parish House 217-532-5288
Office hours M-T-W 8:45 to 12:30

Thursday 8:45 to 4:30
Parish Center 217-532-2631

Parish Web site:www.stagneshillsboro.com
Diocesan web site: www.dio.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. If you have a change of ad-
dress will you please notify the parish office at 532-5288 or
email agnesone_chris@consolidated.net.  You can leave a

phone message with your new address.
Mass Schedule

Monday & Wednesday 8:00 am
4:00 pm  Saturday
10:00 am Sunday

 Confessions Saturday 3:15-3:45pm &
By special appointment 532-5288.

Ministry Schedule January 28th&29th
Saturday 28th, 4pm Sunday 29th,10pm

Reader Ben Brohammer Jodi Speiser

Cantor Stan McCaslin Terri Miller

Mass Server Jordan Tuetken Will Speiser

Mass Server Hope Speiser

Eucharist E Sue White Bob Fuehne

Eucharist PB Deacon Lee Deacon Lee

Eucharist PB Gene White Barb Ryan

Usher Jim Reynolds Curt Pocklington

Usher Bill Gonzalez Dave Jones

Usher Kent Zimmerman Jeff Jones

Usher Mike Puckett Mike Reynolds

Hospitality Becky Gonzalez Faye Weller

Hospitality Shirley Lewis Brenda Pocklington

Hospitality Margaret Jorn
ChildrensLiturgy Monica Millburg

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, 22 Jan.
“Come after me.” Jesus makes that call
today to two pairs of brothers. They become
disciples, ones who follow…follow this
teacher, follow this proclaimer of Good
News, follow this announcer of God’s rule,
follow this healer. “No division among
you.” That is Saint Paul’s plea to the Church
at Corinth…and to us today. And so we have
two calls: Come and be united.

Because of my own faith, who can I
invite to come to Church with me?

Because of my own belief, who can I
invite to RCIA inquiry?

What rivalry can I stop and what divi-
sion can I break down?

Gratitude
Forgiveness
Healing

Stewardship
&Intentional
Discipleship

          Back to the 80’s
Feb 18, 5pm doors open, Taylor Springs K.C. Hall

St. Louis School, Nokomis Dinner Auction

You will have a chance to win a  Yetti Cooler &
cash, participate in the Wall of Wines event, bid
on some wonderful items for the silent and live
auctions and dance to your favorite 80’s music
featuring, The Brat Pack!  You will not want to
miss out on this fun event!  Tables and or tickets
are being sold now!  Tickets are $45 per person
which includes a delicious meal catered by
Fema’s Catering, beer, wine and a mixed drink.
Please call the school office at 217-563-7445 for
more information about hosting a table or pur-
chasing tickets.

The Knights of Columbus have ap-
pointed John Eickhoff the Knights of
Columbus Hall Coordinator. For all K C
Hall inquiries and rental questions,
please contact at 217-532-5419 or cel
217-710-0893.  Thank You!

...


